CITY OF RIVERS DE PLANNING DEPARTMENT

Biological Survey Requirements

Thishandout specifies sandards and requirements for the preparation of biologica surveys, including who can prepare biologica
surveys, how surveys should be conducted, what information should be contained in the survey report, and survey format.

WHO MAY PREPARE A BIOLOGICAL SURVEY?

TheCiy of Riversde only accepts biological surveys from biologists listed on the County of Riversde slist of qudified biologica
conaultants.  This lig is updated three times a year and the current lig is avalable a the County’s webste
www.tlma.co.river sde.ca.us/planning/documentsenvconsults.pdf or at the Riversde County Planning Department (4080
Lemon Street, 2nd Floor).

BIOLOGICAL SURVEY REQUIREMENTS

SCOPE OF WORK FOR BIOLOGICAL SURVEY - The consultant will investigate the biologica resources of the ste by
performing the following tasks:

# Requedting data from the Cdifornia Naturd Diversity Data Base, aunit of the Cdifornia Department of Fish and Game.
The information obtained will identify the known locations of rare, threatened, and endangered species and significart
natural communitiesin the region and asss in identifying the potentia on-site presence of such species.

# Contecting the locd fidld office of the Cdifornia Department of Fish and Game and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to
identify agency concerns regarding the dte (i.e.: sengtive biologica dementswhich potentiadly occur on the Site).

# Conducting a literature search of environmenta documents from adjacent and nearby areas. The literature search will
include areview of pertinent maps which identify occurrences of sendtive biologicd eements, scientific literature ad
regiond biologicd fidd guides.

# Undertaking field surveys after the literature review and records checks. Field surveys shdl be conducted using
methodol ogies accepted by the scientific community. Field work will be conducted a a time when the habitat can be
adequatdly surveyed for evidence of the presence of, or the potentia to support, sendtive biological resources.

# Completing any necessary focused surveys for any endangered species which may potentially occur on the subject
property, based on the results of the previous literature and records searches and field surveys.

SURVEY CONTENT AND FORMAT - The survey report shdl contain the following information in the format outlined bel ow:
INFORMATION SUMMARY - This summary must contain the following information for reference purposes.
# Date report prepared
# Project site location (include U.S.G.S. - Township, Range, and Section)
# Assessor's Parcel Number(s) and any related planning application numbers (i.e. Tract Map #)
# Owner/Applicant:
Address.
Phone:
# Principd Investigators:
Address.

Phone:

# Report Summary: State the results of the report, noting rare, endangered, or unique species present ad
conclusions regarding the Sgnificance of project impacts pursuant to the Cdifornia Environmenta Quaity Act.

# Name of person preparing report



PROJECT AND PROPERTY DESCRIPTION

#

#

Desibetheproposed project and property. The description should include the Size, topographic characteristics,
water resources, soil types, and land uses on the property and in the vicinity, up to aradius of one-quarter mile.
It is expected that the levd of detail and the extent of the study will be proportiona to the scae of the proposed
project, the diverdty of the Ste, tota species digtributions and the significance of the habitats impacted by the
project.

I nclude a map of the project Ste and surrounding area from the USGS 7.5 minute quadrangle series with the
project Ste clearly outlined.

Include a map or site plan of the proposed project.

METHODOLOGY

#

#

Briefly describe the survey methods used in preparing the report and show on an appropriately scaled map the
location of sample points, transects, and any additional areas surveyed in the vicinity of the project.

Documentation of the date, time, season, and weether conditions at the time of survey, Site accessibility and both
o and off-gte activities including a discussion of how these or other conditions may have affected the fied survey
results and field methods used in surveying the Site.

For surveys performed at times of year when rare, threatened or endangered plant species would not be readily
identifiable, discuss the need for seasond surveys or judtification for not performing such surveys.

RESULTS

#

#

A discusson of exiging plant communities and wildlife habitat found on Ste.

Documentation and mapping of the plant and anima resources on the Ste. Discuss any pecies that isidentified
as a category or candidate species as well as any rare, threatened, or endangered species or sgnificant natura
communities. If habitat on the Ste was disturbed, determine when and by whom, if possible, by questioning the
owner/project proponent.

A conpeelig of dl plant and anima species that were observed or detected during field surveys. A separate list
of species expected to be present seasondly during the year shall dso beincluded. Only sSte-specific ligsare
acceptable; however, lising of particular expected species, especialy raptors, or listed species, may e
gppropriate, but their absence should be explained (migratory, estivating, nocturna Species, etc.)

Species of concern for the survey shdl be any unique, rare, endangered, or threatened species. It shdl include
oediesassodaed with wetlands and riparian communities. 1t shal dso include any hogts, perching, or food plants
used by any animas listed as rare, endangered, threatened or candidate species by ether State, or Federd
regaionsar for Riversde County as listed by the California Department of Fish and Game Natura Diversity Data
Base(NDDB). Distuss the importance of rare plant or anima populations listed on the California Department of
Fish and Game Naurd Diversty Database for Riversde County (www.dfg.ca.gov/iwhdab/cnddb.htm) with
condgderation of nearby populations and species digtributions. For each such species, indicate the number of
indvidlelsabserved on site during this survey and immediatdy off-gite. Include an estimate of the total population
presat both on and off-gte. I1dentify their exact location(s) on the vegetation map. Discuss the Site suitability for
each such species. If the species are not found on Ste, discuss the reasons for their absence, particularly if the
uvey wasdonewhen the organism would not be evident or identifiable. Based on the most recent data available,
discuss the known growth, food and range requirements of the species, including required soil types, exposure,
elevation, availability of water, season, €tc.

Include a copy of aCdifornia Native Plant Society Plant Field Survey Form (Specia Publication No. 1, 4th ed.
Smith, 1988) and/or a Naturd Community Field Survey form when unusua communities are found.

Mapsdf hiologica survey data, including the location of al sample points, transects and additiond areas surveyed
in the vicinity of the project Site.



#

A discusson of any additiona focused surveys which may be required to address sensitive species, including
species which could not be detected due to their seasonal occurrence or for which an absolute determination of
presence on-Site is beyond the scope of the biologica assessment.

IMPACT ANALYS S All impact andyss shdl include a concluson as to the sgnificance of the project impacts pursuant
to the Cdifornia Environmenta Qudity Act. Potentid concluson categories are no impact/less than sgnificant
impact/potentialy significant impact unless mitigated/potentialy sgnificant impact.

#

List dl reasonably foreseeable direct and indirect impacts of the proposed project, including potentid off-gte
impacts and cumulative impacts. This discusson shdl include congderation of any development plans for the
project area that have been proposed or adopted.

Include an analysis of the potentid cumulative biologica impacts associated with the project. For example, for
impacts to raptor foraging habitat, include an andysis of the impact at buildout, of approved and proposed
developments, on the suitable habitat of the project ste.

Identify and discuss dl potentid impacts to threatened, rare, endangered or unique species ether listed a
proposed by a Federd or State agency, or the California Native Plant Society, both on-site and within an area of
one quarter mile radius from the project location.

Identify and discuss dl potentid impacts reated to wildlife movement corridors.

I dentify and discuss dl potentid impacts to wetlands or jurisdictiond waters under the jurisdiction of the
Degoatmant of Hshard Game pursuant to Section 1600 et. seg. of the Fish and Game Code or U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.

Discuss regiond or City plans that concern biologica resources, such as the County Multispecies Habitat
Conservation Plan or City Grading Ordinance that may affect lands adjacent to or including the project site.

MITIGATION RECOMMENDATIONS- For any impactsidentified to be potentidly significant the survey shal include:

#

Recommendations to substantialy mitigate the impacts of the project proposd, based on CEQA guiddines. The
typesaf mitigation for environmental impacts as listed in CEQA (Section 15370) are listed below in the sequence
in which they should be consdered.

Avoiding the impact atogether by not taking a certain action.

Minimizing impacts by limiting the degree or magnitude of the action.

Rectifying the impact by repairing, rehabilitating or restoring the impacted environment.
Reducing or diminating the impact over time by preservation and maintenance operations during
thelife of the project.

C Compensating for the impact by replacing or providing substitute resources or environments.

DO OO

If applicable, the exact location of sengtive species, buffer areas and the boundaries of proposed mitigation
measures will be mapped a a scae large enough to dlow implementation. A monitoring program for the
implementation of proposed mitigation measures will be included.

A conclusion asto the sgnificance of identified impacts following implementation of mitigation measures.

REFERENCES- The report shdl include:

#

#

Bibliography.
List of references cited.
Persons contacted.

Herbaria and collections visited.



# Curent phatosof the Site, taken at the time of report preparation, clearly indicating the extant condition of the land
and land uses with the location of the Site clearly indicated.

CERTIFICATION- The report must include the certification statement shown below:

# | hereby certify that the statements furnished above and in the atached exhibits present the data and information
required for this biological survey, and that the facts, slatements and information presented herein are true and
correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

SIGNED: DATED:

SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS - Provide the City with two copies of the report unless a blueline stream as denoted on the
United States Geologica Survey (USGS) mapsis located on the property, then provide seventeen copies, two for the City and
fifteen to be sent to the State.

TIMING - A biologica survey is generdly considered acceptable up to one year from its preparation date.
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